ATTITUDE OF PARENTS TO CHILDREN
The question of  marriage is,  under existing  conditions The attitude of
one of special importance in this connection, since nothing else P83*31*8 to &«
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(with the exception perhaps of permanent separadon in space) their children
tends to cut off individuals to an equal extent from the direct
influence and contact of their parents. Parents who ardently
desire to retain a strong influence over their children are
therefore as a rule opposed to the marriage of the latter, and
usually display marked antagonism to their sons or daughters-
in-law: an antagonism which is the source of very frequent
domestic unhappiness. Since the marriage of their children is how-
ever in many cases difficult or impossible to avert, such parents
will often seek to minimise the disturbing effect of marriage by
arranging that their children shall live near them after marriage
or that they shall marry a partner whom they regard as
suitable. In estimating suitability for this purpose, they are
usually guided by the extent to which the partner in question
is likely to constitute a serious obstacle to the operation of
their own (the parents') influence. Hence it often comes about
that the persons selected are sexually unattractive, of weak
character or deficient in intellectual power1.
any sense of what he was doing, any remorse; if he mingled his tears
with hers, and asked her not to think too hardly of him because he
had obeyed the inevitable destiny of a man to leave his father and
mother and cleave to his wife, she could give him her blessing and
accept her bereavement with dignity and without reproach. But the man
never dreams of such considerations. To him his mother's feeling in the
matter, when she betrays it, is unreasonable, ridiculous and even odious,
as shewing a prejudice against his adorable bride.
I have taken the widow as an extreme and obvious case; but there
are many husbands and wives who are -tired of their consorts, or dis-
appointed in them, or estranged from them by infidelities; and these
parents, in losing a son or a daughter through marriage, may be losing
everything they care for. No parent's love is as innocent as the love of a
child; the exclusion of all conscious sexual feeling from it does not exclude
the bitterness, jealousy, and despair at loss which characterize sexual
passion; in fact, what is called a pure love may easily be more selfish
and jealous than a carnal one. Anyhow, it is plain matter of fact that
naively selfish people sometimes try with fierce jealousy to prevent their
children marrying." p. XXXVDI.
i Cp. Jung, "Collected Papers on Analytical Psychology," 156 ff. On
the other hand in cases where, as in those we considered above, the
parent identifies himself with his children, he is very likely to experience
a strong attachment to the marital partners of his children.
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